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A showcase of Lara & District  food, wine & produce

25 March 2012 10am - 4pm
Pirra Homestead, 108 Windermere Road, Lara 

FREE PARKING & ENTRY BY GOLD COIN DONATIONMATT PRESTON 

from MasterChef

Special Guest

1026762-KC12-12

By ALESHA CAPONE

ROAD humps will be installed in a Craigieburn
street, after almost 90 residents expressed con-
cerns about speeding drivers making an intersec-
tion too dangerous to enter.

Last year, a petition with 88 signatures called 
on Hume City City to install a roundabout at the
corner of Malcolm Creek Parade and Renfrey
Place.

The petition said speeding cars on Malcolm 
Creek Parade, which is a 50km zone, and “lim-
ited sight distance” made it hazardous to access
the street from Renfrey Place.

At last week’s council meeting, Hume’s coun-
cillors voted to construct speed humps on the pa-
rade between Hanson Rd and Cranwell St.

The humps will cost $90,000 to build and will 
be included in the council’s 2012-2013 Capital
Works Program for funding consideration.

Our kids in crisis
By ALESHA CAPONE

CHILDREN who live in and around 
Broadmeadows are the most socially 
disadvantaged within metropolitan 
Victoria, according to a new study.

The report, from the University 
of Canberra’s National Centre for 
Social and Economic Modelling 
(NATSEM), mapped each munici-
pality within Australia to find out 
how many residents aged zero to 15 
were experiencing disadvantage.

The researchers used informa-
tion from the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, NAPLAN results and 
the Australian Early Development 
Index to map the degree to which 

Australian children were experienc-
ing disadvantage.

The results showed children in 
Hume’s Broadmeadows region were 
the worst off within Melbourne’s 
suburbs.

NATSEM’s Professor Anne Daly 
said the most disadvantaged areas in 
Australia shared many traits, such 
as relatively low numbers of doctors 
and dentists relative to total popula-
tion, a large proportion of children 
living in families with no adult in 
paid employment and households 
with no access to the internet or a 
vehicle.

Youth Projects chairperson Mel-
anie Raymond said Broadmeadows 

has the highest rate of youth un-
employment in Australia, at 53 per 
cent.

The not-for-profit group works 
with adolescents across the North, 
helping with issues including unem-
ployment and homelessness. 

“We see over 500 long-term un-
employed youth a year and many 
more in our outreach programs for 
counselling, referral and other sup-
port,” she said.

“Up to half our young clients in 
this area are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. 

“Mental health issues are preva-
lent and leave teens vulnerable and 
unable to cope.”

Ms Raymond said there were 
long waiting lists for access to spe-
cialist youth mental health services 
and bulk billing GPs in the area. 

 “We see teenagers who are hun-
gry and have not eaten a healthy 
meal in a long time, in some of our 
courses. At lunchtime, they have no 
money for lunch so skip that meal,” 
she said.

“We’ve recently introduced sim-
ple sandwich lunch into our Glenroy 
Job Club, Oasis. We didn’t need to 
do that five years ago.”

See www.youthprojects.org.au 
or contact 9304 9100 for more in-
formation about the Youth Project’s 
job club.

The art of craft - make no mistake
By ALESHA CAPONE

IT IS impossible for children to 
make a mistake in Michelle White’s 
craft classes.

“It takes them away from all the 
technology we have these days and 
lets them engage their hands and 
their creativity,” Ms White said.

“I’ve noticed that often in class 
they’re worried they have done 
something wrong, but there’s noth-
ing wrong in craft.”

The Greenvale mother-of-two 
runs Krafty Kats, a business which 
evolved from her love of craft.

After teaching her young daugh-
ters and their friends the art of craft, 
the talented mum decided to turn 
her life-long passion into a living.

She now runs craft classes, par-
ties and school holiday programs for 
three to 12-year-olds, card making 
and scrapbooking workshops for 
adults and badge-making sessions 
for fund-raising.

“It’s sort of enhanced my love of 
craft, I love messy craft,” Ms White 
said.

“I like sharing the joy of craft 
and passing skills on.”

Ms White said she developed her 
love of craft as a child, when her 
grandmother taught her how to cro-
chet, which evolved into scrapbook-
ing and card-making.

“I get a lot of comments and peo-
ple often say, ‘Where do you find 
the time?’” Ms White said.

“While it’s a lot of work, you 
can spend 10 to 15 minutes or up to 
three hours making a card.

“It’s also another form of recy-
cling. I don’t throw much out, from 
egg cartons to scraps of ribbon and 
paper. 

“You can make something out of 
anything.”

See www.kraftkats.com.au for 
more information.

Lara and Evangeline, aged 10 and 11, at their mum’s Krafty Kats studio in Greenvale. 78632  Picture: EMILY LANE

BMX plans 
on track
By ALESHA CAPONE

HUME City Council is planning to construct a
$100,000 recreational BMX track in Craigie-
burn.

The council recently released two draft con-
cepts for the development, which they proposed
to locate at the Craigieburn Gardens.

Hume’s city infrastructure director, Steve 
Crawley, said there was already a BMX racing
track in Sunbury, but the council aimed to provide
a diverse range of facilities across Hume. 

“A Skate and BMX Expo was organised 
through the Craigieburn Community Renewal
(CCR) committee in late 2010 which was well at-
tended,” he said.

“Participant feedback from this event, other 
CCR activities and local riders strongly supports
the development of a BMX facility in Craigie-
burn. 

“A recreational BMX circuit track was rec-
ommended as the most suitable type of track for
Craigieburn Gardens, it is considered most suit-
able for the social and family recreation function
of the site and the availability of space. 

“It does not target advanced, proficient or 
competition riders, who are likely to use other
existing facilities such as the racing track at Sun-
bury.”

Following a planning investigation, Mr Craw-
ley said two basic proposals, including a track
with a single run of dirt jumps, have been distrib-
uted throughout Craigieburn area for residents to
provide feedback on.

“The BMX track will provide young people 
in the local area with a new/additional social and
informal recreation activity,” he said.

“There will be guidelines for using the BMX 
track, but it will provide opportunities for partici-
pation in a non-structured and non-competitive
activity. 

“This often appeals to young people who want 
to socialise and be active but not necessarily par-
ticipate in formal sporting activities.”

Humps to 
halt hoons
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